
Marian Louise Hamby
July 26, 1923 - June 28, 2020

Marian Louise Hamby (nee Tumbush), 96, of State College, Pennsylvania, died peacefully at home on
Sunday, June 28, 2020. Born July 26, 1923, in Valley City, Ohio, she experienced the Great
Depression, World War II, the space race, the fall of the Berlin Wall, and the birth of the digital age.
During the war she helped build bomber aircraft and, after marrying George M. Hamby in 1946, she
continued to work as a bookkeeper at a time most married women worked only in the home. She
went on to co-own the family general store and, after George's death in 1987, established her own
business creating and selling finely crafted woven art. She finished her working life as a house
mother for sororities and fraternities, in Florida, Ohio, and ending with Sigma Chi Alpha Fraternity
at Penn State. A life-long learner supporting equal rights for all, Marian loved travel and finding
creative outlets for her talents. She visited all 50 states and Puerto Rico, supported social justice
causes and the VFW, participated in Police Citizens Academies, and volunteered with the Red Cross.
She trained as a clown and actor, creating the characters Fabulous Flora and Madame Flutterby,
and performed pro bono at many community events. Qualified as a Master Gardener, she used her
gardening skills to improve public gardens in the State College area, to teach novice gardeners, and
to provide flowers and greenery to shut-ins at area nursing homes. She is survived by four children
and their spouses, Dawn Hodgen (Thomas), Dale Hamby (Janice), David Hamby (Sally), and James
Hamby (Christine); siblings in Ohio and Florida; nine grandchildren; and 14 great grandchildren.
Inurnment will be at Arlington National Cemetery, Virginia, at a date to be determined. In lieu of
flowers, memorial donations are encouraged to the American Cancer Society at
donate3.cancer.org. Arrangements are under the care of Koch Funeral Home, State College. Online
condolences and signing of the guest book may be entered at www.kochfuneralhome.com.
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S Sharon davis
You may not remember me but I have fond memories of time we'll
spent with Dawn and the rest of family in Valley City. I hated when you
all left. My dad called me today to tell me of your Mom's passing. She
lived a long and very full life. Condolences from Dad (Franklin Hasel)
and Sharon Davis.

J Jan Hamby
We found this photo of Marian circa 1957-1959... what a looker!

Add comment

J Jim Hamby
Miss you Mom. RIP.

Add comment

C CH
Marian was a fun, funny firecracker of a personality... smart, curious,
creative, well-read, engaged and committed to living life to its fullest. I’ll
miss her greatly and am sad we’ll never again make a Weiss run to
gather the essentials on her standing “Shopping List”: Beer, Lottery
Tickets and Charmin.

D Dale Hamby
She always had to have her apple juice. Maybe there is something
to drinking a warm Bud Light everyday.
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